
(RE)FOCUS
Numbers 21 : 4-9



4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the 
route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. 

But the people grew impatient on the way. 
5 They spoke against God and against Moses, 
and said, “Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! 
There is no water! And we detest this miserable 
food!” 6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes 

among them; they bit the people 
and many Israelites died. 



7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned 
when we spoke against the Lord and against you. 
Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from 

us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 The Lord said 
to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole, 

anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 
9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up 

on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake 
and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.
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1) Shift focus away from feeding the snakes.

Hebrews 12: 1-2
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so early entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith. For the joy set before Him, He endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.



2) Focus on THE snake on the pole.

John 3:14-15
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness so then Son of Man must be lifted up. 
That everyone who believes may have eternal life.

2 Corinthians 5:21
God made Him who had no sin to be sin 
for us, so that in Him we might become 
the righteousness of God.



3) Live your life focused on the mission of Jesus

Philippians 2:3-4 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of others.

Luke 2:18-19
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.



Where your focus goes, 
your energy flows.


